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An annual report submitted to the US Congress on March 1 prepared by the State Department's
Bureau of International Narcotics Matters, praised President Carlos Salinas de Gortari for his
government's efforts to increase anti-drug programs. The State Department recommended to
President George Bush that Mexico should not be penalized under US law. Under the law passed
in 1986, the president must certify by March 1 that countries where major drug trafficking occurs
are "fully cooperating" in anti-drug efforts. Countries that do not qualify lose US military and
economic aid, trade preferences, loans and several other economic advantages. In its report for 1987,
the State Department asserted that corruption in many branches of the Mexican government was
"endemic," and that such corruption constituted the single most important factor undermining
meaningful anti-drug cooperation. Last year the Senate voted, 63 to 27, to "decertify" Mexico,
described in the report as the largest exporter of marijuana and heroin to the US, for its lack of
cooperation. The decertification action was killed in the House, which agreed with the Reagan
administration's opinion that such penalties would damage larger interests between the two
nations. On Feb. 24, US Ambassador to Mexico, Charles Pilliod, praised the "steady cooperation"
of President Salinas de Gortari. According to Pilliod, Mexico recently spent $40 million to begin
constructing a "radar screen" along its southern border to detect aircraft laden with drugs. He
also cited the formation of a new 1,200-member task force under the direction of Asst. Attorney
General Javier Cuello Trejo, a "heavy corruption drive," and increased deployment of spraying
airplanes as positive developments. At a Feb. 28 news conference, Cuello Trejo said that Mexico
"reaffirms its political will to combat" the drug trade "to the final consequences." He said that drug
arrests, seizures and eradication have risen dramatically since Dec. 1 and that the drug program's
budget has increased 174%. The annual certification process carries political costs for both the
US and Mexico, especially for President Carlos Salinas de Gortari. Many Mexicans consider the
process an affront to national sovereignty. The government runs major political risks if it appears
to be too accommodating to US demands. For instance, at the Feb. 28 press conference, Cuello also
said that the Mexican government "rejects the pretension of a foreign power to go about handing
out certificates of conduct to other countries. We and only we will carry out our effort and decide
our own destiny." On March 3, several opposition deputies and senators told reporters that they
repudiate the US certification of Mexican anti-drug performance, and demanded "termination of
this vicious practice of qualifying Mexico's conduct." Mario Niebla Alvarez, president of the Senate
trade commission, said, "We do not recognize certifications," which he described as unilateral
positions. Porfirio Munoz Ledo, senator of the National Democratic Front, said that Mexico should
bring this "act of intervention" to the attention of the United Nations. Deputy Francisco Ortiz
Mendoza, of the Popular Socialist Party, and Fernando Pineda, secretary general of the Cardenist
National Reconstruction Party, stated that no country, including the United States, has the right to
intervene in Mexico's domestic affairs. Deputy Fernandez de Ceballos, of the National Action Party
(PAN), rejected all unilateral moral judgments by the US or any other country. (Basic data from New
York Times, 03/02/89; Notimex, 03/03/89)
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